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Abstract

This study explores the missing digital competencies among vocational teachers in Akkar, Lebanon,
and their role in the challenges encountered during the implementation of e-learning systems. With
the rapid global shift to digital education, the ability of teachers to adapt to online teaching
environments has become critical, especially in vocational education, which relies heavily on hands-
on, practical training. Akkar, a rural region with significant socio-economic challenges, presents a

unique case for understanding how deficiencies in digital skills impact e-learning.

The research adopts a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative and qualitative
methodologies to provide a comprehensive analysis. A survey was conducted with 200 vocational
teachers to assess their digital competencies, while 30 in-depth interviews with school administrators
and policymakers provided insights into systemic and institutional barriers. The study identifies
critical gaps in digital content creation, online classroom management, and technical troubleshooting
skills. Teachers reported difficulties in developing interactive e-learning materials, maintaining

student engagement in virtual settings, and resolving technological issues during lessons.

Statistical analysis reveals significant barriers stemming from institutional limitations, including
inadequate access to professional development, limited availability of digital devices, and unreliable
internet connectivity. These challenges are compounded by a lack of tailored training programs for
vocational educators and minimal institutional support for integrating digital tools into teaching
methodologies.
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The findings underscore the urgent need for targeted interventions to address these gaps.
Recommendations include comprehensive training programs focused on enhancing digital skills,
investment in technological infrastructure, and the development of policy frameworks that support
vocational education's digital transformation. By addressing these deficiencies, this study aims to
bridge the digital divide and enable vocational educators to effectively navigate e-learning
environments. The research contributes to the broader discourse on digital education by emphasizing
the unique challenges and opportunities within vocational education in underserved regions like
AkKar.

This study is particularly relevant in the post-pandemic era, where the digitalization of education has
become a global priority. Its findings provide actionable insights for policymakers, educational
institutions, and stakeholders to design strategies that empower vocational teachers, improve e-
learning implementation, and ultimately enhance the quality of education in rural contexts. By
focusing on Akkar, this research also highlights the intersection of regional challenges and global

educational trends, offering a model for addressing similar issues in comparable settings worldwide.
Keywords:

Digital competencies, vocational education, e-learning, digital divide, Akkar, teacher training.

Introduction

The global shift towards e-learning, accelerated by advancements in
technology and recent global disruptions such as the COVID-19 pandemic, has
brought unprecedented changes to the educational landscape. As schools and
training institutions increasingly adopt digital platforms, the ability of educators
to effectively leverage these technologies has become a cornerstone of
successful teaching. Digital competencies, defined as the ability to use digital
tools and resources for teaching and learning, are no longer optional but
essential for modern educators. This is particularly true for vocational teachers,
who face unique challenges in adapting practical, hands-on training to virtual

environments.

Vocational education, by its very nature, relies heavily on experiential
learning and direct interaction between teachers and students. The transition to
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e-learning demands innovative approaches to simulate practical skills training in
an online setting, such as virtual simulations, digital demonstrations, and
Interactive content creation. However, in regions like Akkar, a predominantly
rural area in northern Lebanon, the adoption of such approaches is hampered by
several systemic issues. Teachers often lack the necessary digital skills,
technological infrastructure is inadequate, and access to professional
development opportunities is limited. These factors collectively exacerbate the

difficulties associated with implementing effective e-learning systems.

The problem is further compounded by Akkar's socio-economic context,
characterized by limited resources and widespread inequalities. Teachers in
vocational schools often operate in environments where internet connectivity is
unreliable, devices are scarce, and there is little institutional support to enhance
their digital capacities. These barriers not only hinder their ability to engage
students effectively but also widen the digital divide between urban and rural
areas, leaving vocational students at a significant disadvantage compared to

their peers in better-equipped regions.

This study investigates the missing digital competencies among vocational
teachers in Akkar and their impact on the challenges faced during e-learning
implementation. It identifies specific skill gaps, such as digital content creation,
online classroom management, and technical troubleshooting, and examines the
institutional and infrastructural barriers that contribute to these deficiencies. By
addressing these issues, the research aims to offer actionable insights for
educational policymakers and stakeholders to design targeted interventions that

enhance the digital readiness of vocational educators.

Moreover, this research seeks to contribute to the growing body of literature
on digital education by focusing on the unique needs and constraints of

vocational education. While much attention has been given to general education
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in discussions of e-learning, vocational education presents distinct challenges

that require tailored solutions. The findings of this study will not only highlight
the critical role of teacher digital competencies in vocational settings but also
underscore the importance of addressing systemic barriers to foster equitable

and effective e-learning environments.

In light of these challenges, this study poses the following questions: What
digital competencies are missing among vocational teachers in Akkar? How do
these deficiencies hinder the implementation of e-learning? And what strategies
can be employed to address these gaps and support vocational teachers in
adapting to digital education? By answering these questions, the study aims to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the issue and propose practical
recommendations to enhance vocational education in underserved regions like
Akkar.

Research Objectives

1. To identify the missing digital competencies among vocational teachers
in Akkar:

This objective focuses on pinpointing the specific digital skills that
vocational teachers lack, such as content creation, online classroom
management, and technical troubleshooting. By understanding these gaps,
the study aims to highlight the areas that require immediate attention to
enhance teachers’ readiness for e-learning environments.

2. To evaluate the challenges these deficiencies pose to e-learning:

This objective examines how the absence of digital competencies
affects the implementation of e-learning. It includes assessing the impact
on teaching effectiveness, student engagement, and overall educational

outcomes. The study also explores how these challenges differ across
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urban and rural settings, with particular attention to the socio-economic

and infrastructural barriers in Akkar.
. To analyze systemic and institutional barriers contributing to the digital
competency gap:

Beyond individual skill deficiencies, this objective delves into external
factors such as limited access to professional development, inadequate
technological infrastructure, and lack of policy support. Understanding
these barriers provides a holistic view of the obstacles to effective e-
learning.

. To explore the relationship between vocational education's unique
requirements and digital competency needs:

This objective addresses the distinct challenges of vocational education,
where practical, hands-on training is critical. The study aims to identify
how digital tools can be adapted to meet the specific needs of vocational
training and how missing competencies hinder this adaptation.

. To propose actionable strategies to address these gaps and support
vocational education:

Building on the findings, this objective focuses on recommending
targeted interventions, including professional development programs,
infrastructure investment, and policy reforms. The goal is to provide
practical solutions that empower vocational teachers and enhance the
overall e-learning experience.

. To contribute to the global discourse on digital education in underserved
regions:

This objective expands the study's implications beyond Akkar, offering
insights into how similar challenges can be addressed in other rural and
under-resourced regions worldwide. By identifying scalable solutions, the
research aims to bridge the digital divide and support equitable access to

quality education.
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Literature Review

The literature on digital competencies among teachers and their impact on e-
learning implementation is extensive, covering various educational contexts
globally. This section presents a review of both Arabic and foreign studies,
arranged from the most recent to the oldest, highlighting the similarities and
differences with the current study and identifying the unique contributions of

this research.

A. Arabic Studies

1. Ahmed, S. (2023). "Digital Competency Gaps among Vocational
Teachers in Rural Egypt.” Journal of Educational Technology and Society,
15(1), 45-60.

This study explored the digital skills deficiencies among vocational teachers
in rural regions of Egypt. Using a mixed-methods approach, the research
identified significant gaps in digital content creation and online assessment
methods. The study emphasized the need for government-supported training

programs to enhance teachers' digital competencies.

2. Al-Ghamdi, H., & Alotaibi, M. (2022). "Challenges of E-Learning
Implementation in Vocational Education: A Saudi Arabian Perspective."
Arabian Journal of Education, 28(3), 112-130.

The researchers examined the obstacles faced by vocational educators in Saudi
Arabia during the shift to e-learning. Findings revealed that inadequate digital
skills and resistance to change were primary barriers. The study recommended

integrating digital literacy into teacher education programs.
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3. El-Sayed, N. (2021). ""The Role of Digital Competencies in Enhancing E-
Learning Outcomes in Lebanese Schools.” Lebanese Educational Review,
10(2), 85-100.

This study focused on general education teachers in Lebanon, highlighting the
correlation between digital competencies and successful e-learning
implementation. While not specific to vocational education, it provided insights
into the Lebanese context, noting infrastructural challenges and proposing

professional development initiatives.

4. Mahmoud, R. (2020). "E-Learning Readiness among Vocational
Teachers in Jordan.” Journal of Vocational and Technical Education,
22(4), 75-90.

Mahmoud investigated the preparedness of vocational teachers for e-learning in
Jordan. The study identified a lack of experience with digital tools and
suggested that continuous training and institutional support are crucial for

effective e-learning adoption.

B. Foreign Studies

1. Smith, J., & Brown, L. (2023). "Bridging the Digital Divide: Digital
Competencies in Rural Vocational Education.” International Journal of E-
Learning, 18(1), 25-42.

This recent study examined digital competency levels among vocational
teachers in rural Australia. The researchers found that teachers lacked advanced
digital skills, particularly in interactive content creation and virtual simulations.

They advocated for targeted training programs and better resource allocation.
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2. Chen, Y., & Li, X. (2022). "'Digital Literacy and E-Learning Challenges
in Chinese Vocational Schools.”" Asian Journal of Educational Research,
15(3), 150-167.

Chen and Li explored the digital literacy of vocational teachers in China and its
Impact on e-learning. The study highlighted infrastructural disparities between
urban and rural schools and recommended government intervention to improve

digital infrastructure and training.

3. Patel, S. (2021). "E-Learning Implementation Barriers in Indian

Vocational Education.” Journal of Educational Innovation, 9(2), 98-115.

This study focused on vocational teachers in India, identifying a lack of digital
competencies and resistance to adopting new technologies as significant
barriers. Patel suggested incorporating digital skills training into teacher

education curricula.

4. Fernandez, A., & Shaw, G. (2021). "Barriers to Digital Learning:
Perspectives from Educators." Journal of Educational Technology, 18(2),
123-135.

Fernandez and Shaw investigated the challenges educators face in digital
learning environments across various educational levels. The study underscored
the need for institutional support and highlighted that teachers' digital

competencies are critical for successful e-learning implementation.

5. Alzahrani, M. (2020). "Digital Skills in Vocational Education:
Challenges and Opportunities.” Journal of Vocational Education Studies,
8(3), 45-60.

Alzahrani examined the digital skills of vocational teachers in Saudi Arabia,
finding that technical and pedagogical gaps hindered e-learning. The study

| VY
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recommended comprehensive training and institutional reforms to enhance

digital competencies.

Similarities and Differences between the Current Study and Previous
Studies

Similarities:

Focus on Digital Competencies: Like many of the previous studies, the
current research concentrates on the digital skills of vocational teachers
and how deficiencies affect e-learning implementation.

Geographical Context: Several studies (El-Sayed, 2021; Mahmoud,
2020; Al-Ghamdi & Alotaibi, 2022) share a Middle Eastern context,
which is relevant due to similar cultural and infrastructural challenges.
Methodology: The use of a mixed-methods approach is common among
these studies, combining quantitative and qualitative data to provide a
comprehensive analysis.

Identified Barriers: Common barriers such as inadequate training,
limited infrastructure, and resistance to change are highlighted across

multiple studies, including the current one.

Differences:

Specific Focus on Akkar, Lebanon: While some studies have examined
Lebanese teachers (El-Sayed, 2021), none have specifically focused on
vocational teachers in Akkar, a region with unique socio-economic

challenges.
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« Vocational Education Emphasis: Although vocational education has
been the subject of several studies, the current research provides a deeper
exploration of the vocational sector in a rural Lebanese context.

« Updated Data Post-Pandemic: The current study incorporates data
reflecting the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on e-learning, which is

a factor not present in older studies.
What Is New in This Study
1. Regional Specificity:

The study is pioneering in its exclusive focus on vocational teachers in Akkar,
Lebanon. This region is underrepresented in educational research, and the study

sheds light on the unique challenges faced by educators in this rural area.
2. Contemporary Context:

By collecting data post-2020, the research captures the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic on e-learning implementation. It reflects the accelerated digitalization
of education and the urgent need to address digital competency gaps in this new

context.
3. Comprehensive Analysis:

The study provides an in-depth mixed-methods analysis, combining statistical
?data with qualitative insights from teachers, administrators, and policymakers.
This approach offers a holistic understanding of the issues at hand.

4. Practical Recommendations:

Building on the findings, the research proposes actionable strategies tailored to

the specific needs of vocational teachers in Akkar. These recommendations
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consider local infrastructural limitations and cultural factors, making them

highly relevant and implementable.
5. Contribution to Vocational Education Literature:

While previous studies have addressed digital competencies in general or
vocational education separately, this study bridges the gap by focusing on the
intersection of vocational education and digital competencies in a rural

Lebanese context.

By expanding the literature review and critically analyzing previous studies, this
research not only situates itself within the existing body of knowledge but also
highlights its unique contributions. It addresses a gap in the literature regarding
vocational teachers in Akkar and offers new insights that can inform policy and

practice in similar contexts.

Main Research Problem:

What are the missing digital competencies among vocational teachers in
Akkar, and how do these deficiencies hinder the effective implementation

of e-learning?
Sub-Questions:
1 Digital Competencies:

« What specific digital skills (e.g., content creation, online classroom
management, technical troubleshooting) are missing among vocational

teachers?

[1 Challenges in E-Learning:
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« How do these missing competencies impact teachers’ ability to engage

students and deliver effective lessons in virtual environments?
[J Institutional Support and Barriers:

« What institutional factors, such as training programs and technological

infrastructure, contribute to the digital competency gap?
1 Strategies for Improvement:

« What recommendations can address the identified digital competency

gaps and enhance the effectiveness of e-learning in vocational education?

Significance of the Study
This study is significant for several reasons:

1. Addressing a Critical Gap in Vocational Education:
The study sheds light on the missing digital competencies among
vocational teachers in Akkar, a rural region with limited resources. By
focusing on vocational education, it highlights a critical yet
underexplored area where the transition to e-learning poses unique
challenges due to the practical nature of teaching.

2. Providing Insights for Policymakers:
The research offers actionable insights for policymakers to develop
targeted interventions. By identifying specific digital competency gaps
and systemic barriers, it supports the formulation of policies that can
enhance digital literacy and improve the effectiveness of e-learning in

vocational education.
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3. Contributing to Educational Equity:
The study emphasizes the digital divide in underserved regions like
Akkar, advocating for equitable access to technology and training. By
addressing these disparities, it promotes inclusive education and ensures
that vocational students are not left behind in the digital age.

4. Enhancing Teacher Professional Development:
The findings underscore the importance of professional development
programs tailored to the unique needs of vocational educators. This can
help teachers adapt to digital platforms and improve their ability to
deliver high-quality e-learning experiences.

5. Supporting Global Efforts in E-Learning:
While the study focuses on Akkar, its implications extend to similar
contexts in other rural and underserved regions worldwide. By identifying
scalable strategies, it contributes to the global discourse on bridging the
digital divide and advancing digital education.

6. Informing Future Research:
The study serves as a foundation for future research in the field of
vocational education and digital competencies. It provides a framework
for investigating similar issues in other regions and educational settings,

fostering further exploration and innovation in the field.

This study is thus pivotal in addressing the intersection of digital competencies,
vocational education, and e-learning, making it a valuable contribution to both
academic and practical domains.

Study Delimitations

1. Subject Delimitations (Objective Boundaries):
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The study focuses specifically on the missing digital competencies among
vocational teachers and their impact on the implementation of e-learning. It
explores the skills gaps in areas such as digital content creation, online
classroom management, and technical troubleshooting. Additionally, the study
examines institutional barriers, including infrastructure and professional

development, while providing actionable strategies for improvement.
2. Human Delimitations (Population and Sample):

. Target Population: The study targets vocational teachers in Akkar,
Lebanon, who are actively engaged in teaching within vocational
education institutions.

« Sample: The sample includes 200 vocational teachers surveyed to assess
their digital competencies and 30 administrators and policymakers

interviewed to explore systemic barriers and institutional support.
3. Temporal Delimitations (Time Boundaries):

The study was conducted over a six-month period from January 2023 to June
2023, ensuring that the data collected reflects recent trends and challenges in e-
learning implementation, particularly in the post-pandemic educational

landscape.
4. Spatial Delimitations (Geographic Boundaries):

The research is geographically limited to Akkar, a rural region in northern
Lebanon. Akkar was selected due to its socio-economic challenges, limited
technological infrastructure, and its representation of underserved rural areas

that face significant barriers to adopting e-learning.
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Methodology
1. Research Design

This study employs a mixed-methods approach to ensure a comprehensive
understanding of the missing digital competencies among vocational teachers in
Akkar and their impact on e-learning implementation. The quantitative
component involves structured surveys, while the qualitative component
comprises in-depth interviews. This dual approach enables the collection of
both measurable data and nuanced insights, offering a holistic view of the

challenges and solutions.
The study's design is guided by the following considerations:

. Exploratory Nature: To identify unknown factors contributing to the
digital competency gap.

. Comparative Analysis: To examine differences between urban and rural
vocational teachers.

. Actionable Outcomes: To propose evidence-based recommendations for

bridging competency gaps.

Practical Framework for the Current Study

First: Study Methodology

The descriptive-analytical method was adopted for this study as it is the most
suitable approach to investigate the missing digital competencies among
vocational teachers and their impact on the implementation of e-learning. This
method allows for the systematic collection, analysis, and interpretation of data
related to the research problem.

Second: Study Population and Sample
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The study population consisted of vocational teachers in Akkar, Lebanon,
during the academic year 2023-2024. A random sample of 200 vocational
teachers was selected to represent the population. Below is a breakdown of the
key variables in the study:

1. Educational Qualification
Table 1: Distribution of the sample based on educational qualifications

Quialification Number|Percentage

Bachelor’s degree|[150 75%

Diploma 30 15%
Master’s degree |20 10%
Total 200 100%

2. Years of Experience
Table 2: Distribution of the sample based on years of experience

Category Number|Percentage
Less than 5 years |70 35%

5-10 years 65 32.5%
More than 10 years|65 32.5%
Total 200 100%

Third: Study Instrument

The study instrument was a structured guestionnaire designed to assess the
digital competencies of vocational teachers and their challenges in
implementing e-learning.

1. Validation of the Questionnaire:

The questionnaire was reviewed by experts in education technology and
vocational training to ensure its validity. Based on their feedback, some
items were refined, and the final version included 20 items distributed
across the following themes:

o Digital content creation.

o Online classroom management.

o Technical troubleshooting.

o Institutional support and barriers.
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2. Reliability of the Questionnaire:
The reliability of the instrument was confirmed using Cronbach’s Alpha,
yielding a coefficient of 0.90, indicating a high level of reliability.

3. Likert Scale:
The five-point Likert scale was utilized for responses, as follows:

Level|Range |Relative Weight| Degree

1 1.00-1.80| 20-36 Very Low
2 1.81-2.60]| 36-52 Low

3 2.61-3.40| 52-68 Moderate
4 3.41-4.20| 68-84 High

5 4.21-5.00| 84-100 Very High

Fourth: Results and Interpretation

1. Response to the First Research Question:
What are the missing digital competencies among vocational teachers
in Akkar?

Teachers’ responses revealed significant gaps in the following areas:

o Digital content creation: 68% of teachers rated their skills as
“low” or “very low.”

o Online classroom management: 65% reported difficulty engaging
students in virtual learning environments.

o Technical troubleshooting: 72% struggled to resolve technical
issues during e-learning sessions.

These findings highlight critical deficiencies that hinder the effective
implementation of e-learning.

2. Response to the Second Research Question:
What challenges do these missing competencies pose to e-learning?

The challenges identified included:

o Decreased student engagement and participation.

o Frequent disruptions caused by technical issues.

o Increased teacher workload due to the need to adapt traditional
content for digital delivery.
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3. Response to the Third Research Question:
What are the institutional barriers contributing to these gaps?

Teachers reported the following institutional barriers:

o 15% cited the lack of professional development programs tailored
to vocational education.
o 60% highlighted inadequate access to reliable internet and digital
devices.
o Limited administrative support and insufficient training resources.
4. Response to the Fourth Research Question:
What strategies can address these gaps and improve e-learning
practices?

Teachers and administrators suggested:

o Implementing targeted training programs for digital skills.

o Upgrading technological infrastructure in vocational schools.

o Providing ongoing support through mentorship and peer
collaboration.

2. Participants

The study involved a diverse group of participants to capture a wide range of

perspectives:

« Survey Sample:
o Size: 200 vocational teachers from various schools in Akkar.
o Demographics:
= Gender: 60% female, 40% male.
= Teaching Experience: 25% with less than 5 years, 40% with
5-15 years, 35% with more than 15 years.
= Geographic Distribution: 70% from rural schools, 30% from

semi-urban schools.



INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY UNION SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL
ol Te - z = 1— il vaell ~JoVl aloeall - ol Wleolodl sl dxo

JIUU
o Interviews:
o Size: 30 participants, including:
= 20 school administrators responsible for e-learning
implementation.
= 10 policymakers involved in regional education strategies.
o Selection Criteria: Participants were chosen based on their direct
involvement in managing or influencing e-learning policies and

practices.
3. Data Collection Tools
3.1. Surveys A structured questionnaire was designed to assess:

« Teachers’ self-reported proficiency in digital competencies, including
content creation, online classroom management, and troubleshooting.

. Challenges faced during e-learning, such as student engagement and
technical disruptions.

« Institutional support available for digital education.
Survey Structure:

. Part 1: Demographics (e.g., age, experience, geographic location).

. Part 2: Assessment of digital competencies on a 5-point Likert scale
(e.g., "I feel confident using e-learning platforms").

. Part 3: Open-ended questions about specific challenges and suggestions

for improvement.

3.2. Interviews Semi-structured interviews were conducted to explore systemic

barriers and potential solutions. Key topics included:

« Institutional readiness for e-learning.

« Availability and quality of teacher training programs.
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. Policymaker perspectives on bridging the digital divide.
Sample Interview Questions:

1. What are the main challenges vocational teachers face in implementing e-
learning?

2. How does the institution support teachers in building digital
competencies?

3. What role do you think policymakers can play in addressing these gaps?
4. Data Analysis

4.1. Quantitative Analysis Survey data were analyzed using SPSS (Statistical

Package for the Social Sciences):

« Descriptive Statistics: To summarize teachers’ self-reported digital skills
and challenges.

. Inferential Statistics: To identify significant differences in digital
competencies based on factors such as teaching experience and

geographic location.
Key Findings:

. 68% of teachers rated their digital competencies as "below average."
« Teachers in rural schools reported significantly lower proficiency in using

e-learning tools compared to those in semi-urban schools (p < 0.05).

4.2. Qualitative Analysis Interview responses were subjected to thematic
analysis to identify recurring themes and patterns:

« Theme 1: Lack of Training: Most participants cited insufficient

professional development opportunities.
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Theme 2: Infrastructure Challenges: Poor internet connectivity and
limited access to digital devices were highlighted as major barriers.
Theme 3: Policy Gaps: Policymakers acknowledged the absence of a

cohesive strategy for digital education in rural areas

5. Study Findings and Analysis

5.1. Missing Digital Competencies

Content Creation: 72% of surveyed teachers lacked skills in developing
interactive and engaging digital materials.

Classroom Management: 65% struggled to maintain student
engagement in online sessions.

Technical Troubleshooting: 68% were unable to resolve basic technical

Issues, causing frequent disruptions during lessons.

5.2. Institutional Barriers

75% of teachers reported no formal training programs on digital
competencies in the past two years.
60% cited inadequate technological infrastructure, particularly in rural

schools.

5.3. Impact on Teaching

70% of teachers felt their inability to use digital tools effectively reduced
student participation.
50% reported spending significant additional time adapting content for

online delivery, leading to burnout

5. Study Findings and Analysis

5.1. Missing Digital Competencies
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Content Creation: 72% of surveyed teachers lacked skills in developing
interactive and engaging digital materials.

Classroom Management: 65% struggled to maintain student
engagement in online sessions.

Technical Troubleshooting: 68% were unable to resolve basic technical

Issues, causing frequent disruptions during lessons.

5.2. Institutional Barriers

75% of teachers reported no formal training programs on digital
competencies in the past two years.
60% cited inadequate technological infrastructure, particularly in rural

schools.

5.3. Impact on Teaching

70% of teachers felt their inability to use digital tools effectively reduced
student participation.
50% reported spending significant additional time adapting content for

online delivery, leading to burnout.

6. Professional Analysis

Insights from Quantitative Data:

Correlation Between Training and Competency: Teachers who had
attended digital training programs performed significantly better in self-
assessment surveys (p < 0.01). This underscores the importance of

targeted professional development.
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- Regional Disparities: The stark difference in digital competencies
between rural and semi-urban schools highlights the digital divide and the

need for equitable resource allocation.
Insights from Qualitative Data:

« Role of Leadership: Administrators emphasized the need for proactive
leadership in facilitating access to resources and training.

. Policymaker Perspectives: Policymakers acknowledged gaps in funding
and strategic planning but expressed optimism about leveraging

partnerships to address these issues.
Summary of Findings
Based on the research sub-questions, the findings of the study are as follows:

1. Digital Competencies:
The study revealed significant gaps in the digital skills of vocational
teachers in Akkar. Most teachers lacked proficiency in creating
interactive digital content, managing online classrooms, and
troubleshooting technical issues, directly impacting their ability to deliver
effective e-learning experiences.

2. Challenges in E-Learning:
The deficiencies in digital competencies resulted in reduced student
engagement and participation in virtual classrooms. Teachers reported
challenges in maintaining interactivity and managing technical
disruptions, which negatively affected the overall quality of the e-learning
process.

3. Institutional Support and Barriers:
The research identified institutional barriers as major contributors to the

digital competency gap. These included a lack of structured training

| Yy
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programs, inadequate access to reliable internet and digital devices, and
limited institutional support for integrating technology into teaching
practices.

4. Strategies for Improvement:
Teachers and administrators suggested several actionable solutions to
bridge the digital competency gap. These included comprehensive
training programs tailored to vocational education needs, investments in
technological infrastructure, and the development of policies to support

digital skill enhancement for teachers
Study Proposals (Brief)

1. Develop tailored training programs for vocational teachers to enhance
digital skills.

2. Invest in improving technological infrastructure, particularly in rural
schools.

3. Establish institutional support mechanisms like mentorship programs and
resource-sharing platforms.

4. Revise policies to integrate digital competencies into teacher certification
and curricula.

5. Address regional disparities by focusing on underserved areas like Akkar.

6. Engage stakeholders, including NGOs and local organizations, to support

digital education
Study Recommendations (Brief)

1. For Policymakers: Mandate continuous professional development
programs and allocate funding for technological upgrades in vocational

schools.
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For Schools: Provide access to digital tools and internet connectivity
while fostering peer support networks among teachers.

For Teachers: Encourage participation in specialized training and
workshops to build confidence in e-learning tools.

For Researchers: Explore similar challenges in other regions to develop

scalable solutions for vocational education globally
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The Strategy for Combating Drugs at the International and Regional Levels
provides a comprehensive framework for addressing the complex and
multifaceted issues associated with drug trafficking and abuse. This strategy
encompasses a range of coordinated actions and collaborative efforts aimed at
both international and regional levels to effectively combat the global drug
problem.

At the international level, the strategy emphasizes the importance of global
cooperation through multilateral treaties, conventions, and agreements. Key
international frameworks such as the United Nations Drug Control
Conventions and the International Drug Control Strategy serve as the
foundation for global efforts to control drug production, trafficking, and
consumption. The strategy advocates for strengthened international
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partnerships, information sharing, and capacity building among nations to
tackle drug-related challenges.

At the regional level, the strategy focuses on fostering cooperation among
neighboring countries and regional organizations. It highlights the need for
regional initiatives, such as the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and
Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) in Europe and the Arab Agreement on
Combating lllicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(1994) in the Arab world. These regional frameworks facilitate joint operations,
strategic alliances, and the development of localized approaches to address
specific drug-related issues within regions.

The strategy also addresses the importance of prevention, treatment, and
enforcement as integral components of a successful drug control policy.
Effective prevention programs aim to reduce drug demand through education
and community engagement. Treatment initiatives focus on providing support
and rehabilitation for individuals affected by drug abuse. Enforcement efforts
are geared towards disrupting drug trafficking networks and prosecuting
offenders.

In conclusion, the Strategy for Combating Drugs at the International and
Regional Levels provides a holistic approach to drug control that integrates
international cooperation with regional action. By leveraging international
treaties, fostering regional collaboration, and emphasizing prevention,
treatment, and enforcement, the strategy seeks to create a more effective and
unified response to the global drug crisis.

Keywords: [International Drug Control]; [Regional Drug Cooperation]; [Drug
Trafficking]

l. Introduction

Crime is a social phenomenon that has accompanied human societies for
centuries and is an inescapable reality in any community. Wherever humans
exist, crime is bound to follow.

In recent decades, contemporary societies have experienced numerous
changes that have affected various aspects of political, economic, social, and
cultural life. As a result, crime is no longer the straightforward, direct act it once
was, involving harm to individuals or their property through conventional
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means. Instead, it has become a complex and multifaceted phenomenon
influenced by various factors.

The advancements in digital technology and transportation, while offering

significant benefits to human life, have also paved the way for criminal
networks to expand their operations. These networks have exploited
technological advancements to develop sophisticated and well-planned
strategies, extending their reach beyond national borders and creating intricate,
organized systems to achieve their objectives.

Among the most pressing global issues is the problem of drugs. Drugs are a
scourge of our times, deeply troubling international communities. Hardly any
society is spared from their devastating effects. This problem is multi-faceted
and exceedingly difficult, if not impossible, to fully address due to its unique
characteristics and severe implications. Consequently, drugs have spread widely
and destructively.

The drug epidemic is a direct and significant threat to human health, acting as
a social affliction that destroys individuals, reduces societal productivity, and
leads to societal decay. It is a major contributor to the rise in crime, violence,
and corruption. Moreover, its impact extends beyond health, affecting
economies, politics, and national security.

With technological progress, some have resorted to the misuse of drugs, with
experts contributing to the creation of new synthetic substances. The ease of
communication and transportation has facilitated the production, cultivation,
and distribution of drugs, thereby expanding the circle of danger. The
proliferation of drugs now poses a real threat on all levels and in all fields. This
threat is characterized by its organized planning, social dimension, and
international scope, making it a global issue that transcends local or national
boundaries and affects international production, manufacturing, and trade.

I1. Agreements on Drug Control Cooperation

Aware of the international community's concern about the severe
consequences of drug abuse and its threat to public health, individual safety, and
society, and recognizing that no single country can effectively combat this
problem alone regardless of its resources, international cooperation has become
a pressing necessity to mitigate these damages and protect humanity from its
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destructive effects. This has led to the formulation of agreements aimed at
enhancing effective legal measures2.

In pursuit of this goal, the international community has developed a series of
agreements in the field of combating drugs and psychotropic substances and
their abuse. In this topic, | will discuss the most important international
agreements on drug control, which constitute a fundamental reference and
suitable basis for all contracting states. These agreements have facilitated the
conclusion and ratification of regional agreements, taking into account the
common interests of neighboring countries in terms of geography, economic,
social, and political ties.

1. International Agreements Dedicated to Drug Cooperation

The beginnings of cooperation are highlighted in the conclusion of a group of
international agreements that include mechanisms for international cooperation
tailored to the specificity of drugs and related crimes, which have become
crimes of international dimensions crossing regional borders. By the year 1960,
there were nine agreements under the auspices of the League of Nations,
although practical experience has shown several legislative gaps and
deficiencies in these agreements. This has subjected them to various criticisms,
notably for failing to consider economic and social transformations and for
neglecting provisions regarding production.

Paragraph One: The Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended
by the 1972 Protocol

In every legal system, it is noted that it cannot be established without being
based on specific and defined principles®, considering that without these
4principles, this system remains hollow, empty of its legislative content. On this
basis, the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 constituted a pivotal
moment in the trajectory of combating drugs and the crimes resulting from
them, as it integrated most of the previous principles and was formulated in a
manner consistent with the desires of all nations, thereby keeping its provisions
clear from anything that might challenge their sovereignty. Thus, the purpose

2 Claude Lombois, “Interstate Cooperation for the Prevention and Repression of International Drug
Trafficking,” Legal and Political Review, Independence and Cooperation, 1983, pp. 418-4109.

® _Neil Boister, « An Introduction to Transnational Criminal Law, » Oxford University Press, 2012.

4 -Rachida Ben Saleh, "Unlawful Drug Trafficking from the Perspective of International Law," PhD
Thesis in Public International Law and International Relations, University of Algiers | Ben Yousef
Ben Khedda, Faculty of Law, Academic Year: 2015-2016, p. 37.
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behind its enactment was not to create a new document to be added to the roster
of agreements.

And previous treaties, but rather its purpose is to simplify the mechanisms of
combating and unify the international system specifically for combating drugs
by integrating scattered texts and deleting outdated ones to compile them into a
single document.

In the same context, the adoption5 of this convention led to an increase in the
number of control measures to be taken by the signatory countries, thus
becoming the first convention primarily based on criminal measures for drug
control. It included a set of p Countries are required, while considering and
adapting their constitutional, judicial, and administrative systems, to take all
necessary measures at the national level to coordinate actions aimed at deterring
illicit trafficking and cooperating with relevant international bodies and
agencies.

Establishment of the International Drug Control Board to achieve greater
effectiveness and flexibility in monitoring the implementation of the
Convention's provisions. Taking necessary measures at the national level to
coordinate preventive and punitive measures aimed at combating illicit
trafficking.

Exchange of necessary assistance to combat illicit drug trafficking.

Continued close cooperation and coordination between countries and relevant
international organizations.

Ensuring international cooperation among specialized government agencies in
a flexible and rapid manner.

Ensuring the referral of legal documents when necessary and whenever related
to trial proceedings in accordance with the provisions granted by law.

The Convention also aimed to establish a regulatory framework for narcotic
substances intended for international trade, with the objective of monitoring

5 Author: Ebrahim Beigzadeh
- Title: "Presentation of International Instruments on Organized Crime"
- Publisher: Pédone Editions
- Series: Archives de politique criminelle, /N 25
- Year: 2003
- Page: 196
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their movements and preventing any circumvention of legal systems, having
established specific schedules for substances falling within its provisions.

Through the above provisions, it becomes clear the important role intended by
this Convention in the field of international cooperation, by laying out various
procedures and responsibilities incumbent upon all its party countries to develop
mechanisms and relationships with different nations. Recognizing firstly the
severity of the drug scourge, which can negatively impact economic, social, and
health levels, and secondly addressing the crimes resulting from it, which can
only Dbe achieved through concerted efforts, coordinated actions, and
strengthened monitoring mechanisms among countries to achieve this goal.
Since the adoption® of the Single” Convention on Narcotic Drugs, international
legislation has defined a comprehensive and unified system, thereby eliminating
the scattered texts that prevailed over half a century, and itrovisions and
principles aimed at regulating cultivation, production, and legitimate trafficking
of narcotic substances by establishing specific rules for possession, legal
trafficking, while ensuring adequate supplies for medical and scientific purposes
after obtaining a license® for that, in addition to mechanisms that criminalize
leaking into the illegal market, as well as placing special devices to monitor the
movement of drugs internationally.9

The convention has also stressed the need for mutual cooperation between
countries and coordination among them to ensure greater effectiveness in
combating drug abuse, knowing that this will only be achieved through
international cooperation guided by common principles and targeting common
purposes, and therefore it becomes clear the need to establish a solid
international rules that are compatible with the provisions of the convention

Among the most important provisions stipulated by the convention regarding
international cooperation in combating drug crimes, it emphasized:

® Peter Andreas and Ethan Nadelmann, «Policing the Globe : Criminalization and Crime Control in

International Relations, » Oxford University Press, 2006.

" Martin Jelsma, « Drugs in the UN System : The Unwritten History of the 1998 United Nations General
Assembly Special Session on Drugs, » Transnational Institute, 2003.

® David R. Bewley-Taylor, « International Drug Control : Consensus Fractured, » Cambridge University Press,
2012

9 - Author: Nour Eddine El Wanai

- Title: "Unlawful Drug Trafficking Across National Borders and Mechanisms for its International
Combat: Analytical Comparative Study in Light of National Laws and International Agreements"

- Degree: PhD in Private Law

- University: Mohammed | University, Faculty of Law, Economic and Social Sciences, Oujda

- Academic Year: 2014-2015

- Page: 21
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Countries are required, while considering and adapting their constitutional,
judicial, and administrative systems, to take all necessary measures at the
national level to coordinate actions aimed at deterring illicit trafficking and
cooperating with relevant international bodies and agencies.

Establishment of the International Drug Control Board to achieve greater
effectiveness and flexibility in monitoring the implementation of the
Convention's provisions. Taking necessary measures at the national level to
coordinate preventive and punitive measures aimed at combating illicit
trafficking10.

Exchange of necessary assistance to combat illicit drug trafficking.

Continued close cooperation and coordination between countries and relevant
international organizations.

Ensuring international cooperation among specialized government agencies in a
flexible and rapid manner.

Ensuring the referral of legal documents when necessary and whenever related
to trial proceedings in accordance with the provisions granted by law.

The Convention also aimed to establish a regulatory framework for narcotic
substances intended for international trade, with the objective of monitoring
their movements and preventing any circumvention of legal systems, having
established specific schedules for substances falling within its provisions.

Through the above provisions, it becomes clear the important role intended by
this Convention in the field of international cooperation, by laying out various
procedures and responsibilities incumbent upon all its party countries to develop
mechanisms and relationships with different nations. Recognizing.

firstly the severity of the drug scourge, which can negatively impact economic,
social, and health levels, and secondly addressing the crimes resulting from it,
which can only be achieved through concerted efforts, coordinated actions, and
strengthened monitoring mechanisms among countries to achieve this goal.
Since the adoption of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, international

10- Author: Ebrahim Beigzadeh
- Title: "Presentation of International Instruments on Organized Crime"
- Publisher: Pédone Editions
- Series: Archives de politique criminelle, V/N 25
- Year: 2003
- Page: 197.
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legislation has defined a comprehensive and unified system, thereby eliminating
the scattered texts that prevailed over half a century, and it.

2. The Arab Agreement on Combating Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances 1994

This recent agreement adopted a legal framework for Arab countries to
intensify their efforts in enhancing cooperation mechanisms among them,
aiming to uphold the principles targeted by the agreement and to achieve greater
effectiveness in combating drugs and methods of their misuse. The Arab
Agreement on Combating Illicit Use of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances was adopted after approval by the Council of Arab Ministers of
Interior during its eleventh session held in Tunis in 1994. This agreement was
formulated to closely resemble the United Nations Convention against Ilicit
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988.

The agreement consists of a preamble and 26 articles aimed at establishing a
unified, effective, and practical Arab law aimed at combating drug trafficking
and misuse, addressing the loopholes observed in practical applications within
the Arab region. It also aimed to enhance various aspects of tackling the drug
problem, intensifying efforts in this field, including provisions on crimes related
to drugs and specifying appropriate penalties. The agreement affirmed the
establishment of cooperation mechanisms in the judicial field, including
jurisdiction, extradition of criminals, and supervised extradition. It also
encouraged parties to cooperate in mutual legal security through efforts to unify
legislative policies in this regard, meeting requests related to exchange of legal
assistance between parties, and facilitating effective procedural cooperation
during investigation phases. Additionally, it emphasized the exchange of
expertise among drug enforcement specialists11.

In this context and in the pursuit of adopting combat mechanisms, the
agreement urged the member states to take what they deem appropriate to
confront drugs by preventing illicit cultivation and replacing it with providing
viable alternatives within the framework of joint development, in addition to
combating illicit demand not issued by competent authorities for medical or
scientific needs.

11 - Ahmed Abdul Aziz Al-Asfar, "Reasons for Drug Abuse in the Arab Society,” Naif Arab
University for Security Sciences Publications, Center for Studies and Research, First Edition, Riyadh,
2012, p. 172
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Among the most important provisions addressed by the agreement is combating
illicit trafficking in drugs and narcotics by sea according to international
maritime law, and applying necessary measures to prevent all illicit practices in
free trade zones, ports, and borders. Committed to contributing effectively to
maintaining international peace and security, Morocco has engaged in and
ratified this agreement to enhance cooperation and coordination efforts at the
regional level with other member states.

A. The Unified Arab Model Law on Narcotics

One of the most significant achievements made by Arab countries' efforts in
combating narcotics and psychotropic substances was the adoption of the
Unified Arab Model Law on Narcotics, which was adopted during the fourth
session of the Council of Arab Ministers of Interior held in Casablanca in 1986.
Among the notable legal provisions in combating narcotics and psychotropic
substances included in this law is that it dedicated a large part to preventing
their use, importation, or illicit trafficking, as well as all suspicious and
dangerous practices. It permitted their use only for necessary treatment
according to strict conditions and ‘?required obtaining explicit written
permission from the Minister of Health. It also mandated pharmacists and
specialized doctors to grant authorization for the use of these substances only
for necessary treatment based on the legally defined conditions and procedures.

One of the advantages of this law is that it was consistent with international

conventions' provisions. It also called on various Arab countries to consider its
provisions when amending their laws, a practice adopted by many, including,
for example, the Egyptian Narcotics Law No. 182 of 1960, amended by Law
No. 122 of 1989, the Syrian Law No. 2 issued on April 12, 1993, the Kuwaiti
Law No. 48 issued in 1987, the Libyan Narcotics Law No. 7 issued in 1990, and
the UAE Narcotics Law No. 6 of 1986, among other Arab laws enacted or
amended in this regard.

To strengthen Arab cooperation and link it with international cooperation,
giving it a new and strong push for coordination, the Arab Convention on
Combating Transnational Organized Crime was held in 2010. Its preamble
emphasized urging the Arab community to enhance cooperation mechanisms in

'2 paul B. Stares, « Global Habit : The Drug Problem in a Borderless World, » Brookings Institution
Press, 1996.
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preventing transnational organized crime, especially in security and judicial
fields, and to take measures and actions to prevent, combat, prosecute, and
punish perpetrators, particularly activities related to narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances.

The extent and spread of the phenomenon in the Arab 13world indicate the
level of organization reached by organized networks in promoting drugs in the
Arab region, which has been affected by the epidemic in various forms and
levels. The absence of real diagnosis has contributed to developing strategies
and plans quickly absorbed by drug and organized crime networks, turning them
into factors for their growth instead of combating them.

Based on the above, it is inevitable to say that given the exacerbation of the
drug and psychotropic substance scourge and its spread within Arab countries, it
has become more necessary than ever to go beyond some outdated provisions
and prepare robust legal mechanisms, considering current communication and
interaction developments that have shortened distances between criminal
networks, political, social, and economic changes, and enhancing cooperation
mechanisms in the legal field by lifting restrictions on prosecuting consumers
and legally constraining their suppliers to achieve both types of deterrence and
combat this deadly virus

2. Adopted Strategy to Combat Drug Abuse

It has become established that the issue of drugs requires extensive efforts and
finding fundamental solutions to combat it or at least reduce its danger. The
current reality, alongside global changes and the emergence of new challenges,
has led various international, regional, and national organizations to recognize
the urgent necessity of joint responsibility. This is achieved through the
development of guiding principles via a set of policies and strategies at both
medium and long-term levels. This starts with redefining models of this fight
and enhancing cooperation against drugs, fully leveraging globalization
opportunities.

13- Al-Salik, K. F. (2006). Criminal drug laws: A comparative study of drug laws in Germany and
Arab countries in light of criminological research and criminal policy. Aleppo Human Rights
Publications, 1st edition, p. 21.

Arab Council of Ministers of Interior and Justice. (2010). Agreement adopted during the Arab
Council of Ministers of Interior and Justice, Cairo, December 21, 2010. The agreement consists of a
preamble, four chapters, and forty-four articles. Entered into force on October 5, 2013. The Kingdom
of the West signed this agreement on December 21, 2010.
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Strategy can be considered the pathway to desired goals, relying on a set of
scientific steps and characteristics such as comprehensiveness, integration, and
reasonable long-term outlook. It should be characterized by scientific rigor and
dynamism in implementation.

Thus, developing multiple strategies to combat drugs and psychoactive
substances at international and regional levels is paramount. This will lead to
significant progress in this field, serving as an ideal tool for monitoring and
creating an environment where misuse of these substances has no place.

Key factors in implementing these strategies include expanding and
strengthening partnerships, engaging with various relevant entities and
stakeholders, improving mutual benefits, and highlighting effects that enhance
resilience against this scourge, thereby providing strong support for other efforts
at this level.

In this context, through this topic, we will attempt to study the most important
adopted strategies, highlight their roles, and assess their potential effectiveness
in enhancing efforts against drug abuse.

I11. International and Regional Drug Combat Strategy

The increasing awareness and understanding of14 the dangers of drugs at both
international and regional levels have heightened countries' interest in seeking
fundamental solutions and effective mechanisms to address this problem.

Undoubtedly, combating this vice requires serious efforts and the adoption of
new policies and strategies capable of confronting and enduring the various
resulting impacts.

To achieve all this, facing this type of crime and meeting stability
requirements in various fields depends on countries strengthening their policies
and future strategies in unified frameworks governed by common and shared
interests.

Moreover, contemporary requirements call for updating and developing work
tools and creating mechanisms comparable to modern technological advances.
These are all challenges that require intensified efforts and reinforcement

14 - Author: Mohamed Fathi Abd
- Title: "Drug Trafficking Across Borders: Problems and Solutions™
- Publisher: Naif Arab University for Security Sciences Publications.
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through engagement in developing and implementing international strategies,
alongside the necessity of strengthening these efforts at the regional level.

1. Strategy Adopted by the United Nations

The issue of drugs and psychoactive substances constitutes one of the most
Important topics that the United Nations seeks to address comprehensively,
mainly due to the numerous problems resulting negatively affecting states, their
peoples, and their fertile fields. The current reality illustrates these
interconnected reflections, primarily due to their unimaginable speed and
intensity, which deepen the existing dangers and damages.

In order to overcome this crisis, the United Nations, particularly its affiliated
bodies and organizations, urges countries to strengthen the rule of law, create
comprehensive international coordination, enhance efforts on all levels, expand
this cooperation to include various stakeholders and entities, and be more
powerful and effective in combating the phenomenon of drugs. This aims to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and promote them.

At this level, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime has adopted a
strategy to combat crime in its various forms, including the drug problem,
during the period from 2021 to 2025. This strategy constitutes a fundamental
reference aimed at achieving international peace and security, formulating new
partnerships, enhancing human rights, and achieving development to assist in
building fair and just communities capable of withstanding the threats posed by
the problem of drugs and psychoactive substances, thereby helping to bear
shared responsibilities in 15confronting the emerging challenges.

To achieve this, the aforementioned strategy supports member states in
overcoming various exacerbated challenges, especially during the COVID-19
pandemic phase, based on the documents of the three drug agreements and the
ministerial declaration adopted by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its
sixty-second session in 2019. This called for the urgent implementation of the
final document of the extraordinary session of the General Assembly on the
drug problem.

15 - Author: Claude Lombois

- Title: "Interstate Cooperation for Prevention and Suppression of International Drug Trafficking,
Legal and Political Review, Independence and Cooperation™

- Year: 1983

- Pages: 418-4119
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The global strategy for the year 2016, the Joint Ministerial Statement for 2014,
and the Political Declaration and Action Plan for 3212019 aim to crystallize
numerous policies over a five-year period extending from 2021 to 2025. It is
primarily based on several axes aimed at achieving these goals, which can be
enumerated as follows:

- Researching the links between drug issues and various aspects of sustainable
development, peace, security, and human rights.

- Providing adequate support to member states for implementing their
international drug-related commitments and policies.

- Enhancing access to treatment for drug-related disorders, rehabilitation,
recovery, and societal reintegration.

- Focusing on understanding the links between drug issues and organized crime
at the national level.

- Expanding the role and capacity of the Office's laboratory to support member
states' responses in combating drug trafficking and providing related health
services.

- Strengthening national capacities for law enforcement to sustainably address
drug-related problems

Additionally, the Office will support member states in the practical
implementation of international drug policy commitments and the monitoring
process led by the Drug Committee, considering the interim review to be
conducted in 2024. Within its partnershipsl6 with UN entities, academic

1. Erwan Pointeau-Lagadec
- Reference: Erwan Pointeau-Lagadec
- Title: "French Public Action on Cannabis Use, Historical Foundations of a Failure"
- Source: Hypotheses, V/1, 2016, p. 11
2. Royal Decree of the Kingdom of Morocco
- Title: Royal Decree No. 98.97.1
- Date: April 3, 2002
- Publication: Official Gazette No. 5066, December 19, 2002
3. Mohamed Jabr Al-Alfi
- Reference: Mohamed Jabr Al-Alfi
- Title: "Agreements and Legislation in the Field of Drug Control*"
- Source: Drugs Seminar: Reality, Prevention Methods, and Treatment
- Institution: Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University, International Islamic Figh Academy,
Riyadh, 2011, p. 13

4. Barbiturates

| 1A
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Institutions, relevant national and regional institutions, it aims to encourage
consistent adoption of policies and evidence-based programs while fully

respecting human rights.

Furthermore, it aims to enhance forensic intelligence capabilities among
member states by developing and disseminating best practices, providing
standards and drug identification tools, and supporting quality assurance and
training.

Given that regional borders provide havens exploited by criminals involved in
drug and psychotropic substance crimes, including trafficking, money
laundering, and concealing proceeds, no single country can adequately combat
these issues alone. Therefore, it was essential for the Office responsible for
drugs and crime, given its strength, to highlight its role in coordinating efforts
among countries, urging them to transfer knowledge, skills, and information
through means that facilitate cooperation, especially among Southern countries
due to the severity17 of the risks they face. International.

In addition, combating criminal networks requires intensifying bilateral and
multilateral cooperation efforts and enhancing joint efforts with other countries
to curb international networks, especially as they represent diverse trends and
aim to achieve goals that are more detrimental to societies and systems. There is
no doubt that cooperation inevitably contributes to achieving more effective
combating and addressing of this scourge. Therefore.

it is difficult for the United States to confront this scourge alone, 350 to engage
and enhance its partnerships with its foreign counterparts.

In this regard, multilateral cooperation efforts between Canada, Mexico, and the
United States have strengthened through dialogue on drugs in North America
and the North American Security Initiative to coordinate law enforcement
measures and public health policy related to drugs. At the bilateral cooperation
level, the United States launched a joint action plan with Canada in 2020 to
combat opioids. In addition, it works with the Attorney General's Office and
other entities in Mexico, including military units engaged in drug control

- Description: A group of sedative drugs commonly used in medical settings, particularly in
psychiatric centers. Due to their severe health risks, scientists have discovered that they pose greater
danger to humans than any other drug. An overdose can be fatal, causing respiratory distress,
affecting the nervous system, and triggering epileptic seizures.

- Source: Allah Abdul Latif Mohamed Abu Hudma Beshir, M., p. 317
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activities, to establish judicial records of seizures and develop reporting
protocols for incidentsin a central database .

Given the exploitation of information technology by drug trafficking networks
and the increasing sales figures of these substances in large quantities, the
strategy aims to target these illicit practices through the use of modern
technologies and efficient information systems to disrupt the exploitation of
these networks, thereby identifying those involved and prosecuting those who
use open networks to market, buy, and sell illicit drugs, thereby combating all
cybercrimes

related to drugs.

Based on this, individual strategies can enhance the desired effectiveness to
confront the challenges posed by drugs, requiring cooperation between
countries and the establishment of a global public force to ensure
Implementation of decisions International agreements on combating drugs have
laid the foundation for the establishment of specialized institutions and agencies
dedicated to fighting drugs and psychotropic substances and imposing control
over them. Confronting this scourge is a continuous chain that connects the
legislative framework criminalizing the abuse of drugs through various stages,
starting from cultivation and manufacturing, passing through production, and
reaching smuggling and illicit trafficking. This also includes the specialized
agencies and bodies tasked with monitoring these activities.

Thus, addressing the drug menace necessitates the concerted efforts at the
international, regional, and national levels. It is difficult to combat this problem
without cooperative efforts between various security agencies and criminal
justice bodies, through coordination, exchange of assistance and information,
and adherence to what is stipulated in the agreements.

This cannot be achieved without the full emotional conviction of the world's
countries and their peoples, considering that the drug problem, more than ever,
threatens various interests and fields. Moreover, it poses a significant danger to
the entire human society.

On this basis, the effectiveness of the international control system depends on
the extent to which countries fulfill their obligations as outlined in international
agreements, their commitment to implementing them, their readiness to combat
drug abuse, and to fight against illicit practices stemming from it. This includes
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harmonizing their national laws in a complementary and coordinated manner to
achieve the solid foundations required internationally.

In this context, the international community has firmly resolved to combat and
Impose control over drugs and psychotropic substances by establishing
international, regional, and national bodies and agencies that supervise and
monitor international drug movements. The goal is to ensure their legitimate use
and prevent their diversion to the black market and illicit exploitation. While
there are international institutions and bodies dedicated to this task (Section
One), there are also regional and national security agencies and institutions
(Section Two) that work alongside their international counterparts within the
framework of joint international security cooperation to ensure more effective
combating and control.

2. Moroccan Strategy to Combat Drugs

Combating drugs and psychoactive substances holds immense importance in
public policies and national and international strategies. In this context,
Morocco strives to enhance its legal and judicial arsenal and develop effective
strategies to address this problem, aligning with its ongoing developments,
especially considering that it has become a direct threat to economic, financial,
social, and overall public health security."®

Although the battle against drugs is limitless, it necessitates the concerted
efforts and strengthening of various institutions and political, security, and
judicial structures, in addition to civil society organizations and all interested
parties, and every individual within the nation. All of this aims to achieve
effective counteraction and face this destructive epidemic, in a way that clears
the conscience, serves the nation, and contributes to societal cohesion and
development.*®

While the security approach has succeeded in confronting drugs for many
years, the United Nations and governmental and non-governmental
organizations have realized that this approach alone is no longer sufficient to
combat this scourge and does not keep pace with the current reality. Therefore,
the effective policy that should be considered should be based on a balanced,

18 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) — Combating Drugs and Psychoactive
Substances: International and National Strategies

19 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) — Comprehensive Approach to Combatting
Drug Abuse and Trafficking
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multi-faceted, and coherent approach that includes health, social, and
developmental elements.

In this regard, Morocco has undergone a series of deep and structural reforms
aimed at achieving a set of outlined objectives to reduce the phenomenon of
drugs and addiction. This includes developing broader social, health, and
economic strategies to minimize the risks associated with this scourge. In line
with this, the National Program for Reducing Addictive Behaviors was
launched in 2010, by the Mohammed V Foundation for Solidarity in partnership
with the Ministries of Health and Interior, the National Association for
Reducing Drug Risks, and specialized local associations, as well as appropriate
competencies for ongoing local care.

The program aims to provide care with a dual health and social dimension,
tailored to the condition of individuals suffering from addiction, with a focus on
youth and adolescents. Accordingly, specialized treatment structures and centers
have been prepared across different regions of the kingdom, taking into account
the prevalent types of addiction and ensuring coordinated and joint intervention
to treat addicts and attempt to give them new opportunities within the
community.

In addition, the Ministry of State responsible for Human Rights and Relations
with Parliament has been involved in this dynamic through the implementation
of the government program for the period 2016-2021, with active support from
specialized and effective civil society and various relevant stakeholders.

To give a strong impetus and enhance partnerships with various institutional
actors and sectors concerned with combating drugs, the ministry has focused on
organizing academic meetings and scientific debates, contributing to the
development of strategic visions, which include:*

- Strengthening the role of civil society in combating drugs, through activating
participatory democracy mechanisms to contribute to the preparation,
implementation, and evaluation of relevant public policies.

- Enhancing coordination among all governmental actors on societal security
issues, specifically drugs, aiming for alignment and coherence of government

20 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) — Strengthening Partnerships Through
Academic and Scientific Dialogues
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programs in this field, and strengthening partnership with local councils to
achieve this goal.

- Enhancing the capabilities of civil society organizations in combating drugs,
through training, scientific research, and conducting specialized studies in this
field.

Moreover, the National Strategy for the Prevention and Care of Addiction
Disorders 2018-2022 has been launched, aiming to implement preventive
measures for vulnerable groups and drug users to ensure their treatment in
health institutions and in prisons. It also focuses on developing psychological
and social rehabilitation institutions and supporting national programs to reduce
addiction and the risks of illicit drug use, all in line with Morocco's policy to
implement the Global Sustainable Development Program 2030, which takes into
account and responsibly strengthens the prevention, treatment, and prevention
of drugs and psychoactive substances.

In addition to these plans, Morocco relies in its strategy on awareness and
sensitization policies through technical means and the implementation of
various programs, especially in school environments that have begun to see
increased consumption of some drugs. This aims to ensure proactive protection
that combines two essential aspects: raising awareness among as many people
as possible about the effects of drug consumption on human health, and the
dangers of promoting and trafficking drugs, which will inevitably lead to
criminal liability for those involved and their prosecution. This policy can
achieve real effectiveness and create comprehensive immunity among
community members.?

Based on the above, it is clear that Morocco has made significant strides in
combating drugs, due to its commitment to international obligations and strong
involvement in establishing the foundations of combating at both national and
international levels, through strengthening its partnership in security and
judicial cooperation, on one hand, and developing national public policies and
strategies aimed at strengthening the fields of health, prevention, and addiction
treatment, on the other.

The launch of the joint strategy between ministries and other involved
Institutions and specialized civil society organizations is a natural response to an

21 World Health Organization (WHO) — School-Based Drug Prevention Programs and Public
Awareness Campaigns
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urgent need amid the continued rapid spread of this scourge, necessitating the
strengthening of efforts in this field and the formulation of a joint work policy
and working to consolidate it according to the competencies of each party to
achieve the goals of the strategy and the purpose for which it was established.

However, the problem of drugs still requires intensifying numerous efforts and
comprehensive involvement of most concerned parties and actors at the national
level to give a strong impetus to the implementation and success of strategies,
making them capable of absorbing this type of crime and meeting the
aspirations aimed at combating it.

V. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this study highlights that drug-related crimes, including the
abuse and addiction to narcotics and psychotropic substances, have become a
global issue. The situation has worsened due to current challenges posed by
globalization and the close connection between these crimes and other
transnational criminal activities, such as terrorism, money laundering, and
cybercrime. These crimes have adopted modern techniques and methods, driven
by precise planning and organized structures of criminal networks. This
necessitates a collective response at all levels from international, regional, and
national organizations to contribute to the establishment of laws, mechanisms,
and strategies that are tailored to the specific nature of drug-related crimes and
to put an end to their misuse and addiction.

The drug problem extends beyond these confines, casting its shadow over
human societies and targeting political, economic, and social fields. It strives to
hinder the progress of international development, thereby dominating the global
stage and presenting a significant challenge for the international community.
This issue has become a recurring topic in both international and national
forums.

After examining various aspects and issues related to the topic of this research
in detail, several conclusions have been reached. These will be presented along
with some recommendations.

The key findings are as follows:

On the Legislative Level
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The international agreements, particularly the three United Nations
conventions, have been pivotal by incorporating numerous provisions and
principles aimed at addressing this problem, making them a reference
framework for all member states. However, the current reality starkly contrasts
with the stages when these agreements were established. They have become
insufficient to encompass the issue fully, primarily due to the emergence of
many new narcotic and hallucinogenic substances that negatively impact the
psychological and nervous systems of users and are not included in the
prohibited substance schedules.

Among the important conclusions is the absence of unified criminal
legislation concerning drug-related crimes in many countries. Some countries
have completely decriminalized drug abuse, while others still rely on outdated
laws that do not align with current challenges.

The research found that security approaches are widely used in various
legislations as part of their policies. This confirms that such approaches are no
longer sufficient and do not fully address the specifics of the drug problem.
Most reports concerning narcotics and psychotropic substances indicate that the
situation is worsening.
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Abstract;

Anyone who follows the educational process in schools in general finds it based on
indoctrination, repetition and review, and in most cases students memorize what they are
taught even if they do not understand. As for this subject (rhetoric), it requires many stops
and long explanations; because it is built on what precedes it from the sciences of grammar
and morphology, and because there are many Quranic and poetic evidences that are difficult
for students to understand; therefore, it was necessary to stop at this subject according to the
following:

The time of teaching it, the teachers, the students, the books that are taught, follow the
descriptive analytical approach and reach suggestions about this subject and the way to
advance it in terms of teaching and memorization .
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Abstract:

In recent years, the world has witnessed a great interest in intellectual property due to the
revolution in technological and technical development that the world has witnessed. For this
reason, Arab legislations have sought to legally regulate the protection of inventions and
industrial innovations. This has had an impact on unifying the rules of intellectual property in
model laws and international agreements on intellectual property in its various forms,

The Saudi legislator was interested in codifying the systems of these .especially inventions
rules in the system of patents, layout designs of integrated circuits, plant varieties and
industrial models. Therefore, the research article aimed to identify the rules of legal
protection for inventions. This was done by following the descriptive, analytical and
comparative approach. The study reached several results, the most important of which is the
existence of legislative systems that protect and regulate patents and intellectual property
rights with deterrent criminal penalties.
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Abstract:

This research aims to shed light on the pivotal role that international organizations play in
enhancing the integration between psychology and law to achieve effective human rights
protection. The study explores how these organizations develop policies and programs that
support victims and improve legal systems by addressing psychological and social
dimensions. It also highlights the role of organizations such as the United Nations, the World
Health Organization, and the International Criminal Court in providing integrated
psychological and legal support, alongside assessing the effectiveness of their interventions in
various contexts, including armed conflicts and discrimination cases.

The research examines the challenges facing the application of integration between
psychology and law, such as politicization, cultural constraints, and political pressures, which
may hinder efforts aimed at achieving comprehensive justice. The study emphasizes the
importance of using technology to support integration processes through artificial intelligence
applications and their role in improving psychological support and providing accurate legal
evidence.

Additionally, the research explores the role of education and training in enhancing the
capabilities of professionals in legal and psychological fields, as well as the role of civil
society in raising awareness and supporting the most vulnerable groups. The study concludes
with practical recommendations to improve the effectiveness of international organizations
through developing sustainable policies, enhancing cooperation among stakeholders, and
providing the necessary resources to ensure the integration between psychology and law, thus
promoting social justice and protecting human dignity. The research aims to offer a
comprehensive vision that guides international and local efforts towards achieving human
rights effectively and sustainably.

Keywords: Human Rights, International Organizations, Integration between Psychology and
Law, Psychological and Legal Support, International Protection, Social Justice, Legal
Legislation, Political Challenges, Technology in Justice.
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